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DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

1 . The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: the original 
specification does not support the limitations "using the data representing the video programs 
previously viewed to specify parameters for filtering, such that the individual video programs 
displayed after filtering do not contain the video programs previously viewed" recited in claim 27. 
However, the original specification only describes the features of "Seen it" button 210 included 
in interface image 116 and/or the electronic programming guide to indicate a particular video 
program has been previously viewed so that it allows the viewer to skip programs previously 
viewed (Specification: page 20, last paragraph). Accordingly, the original specification does not 
describe the feature of displaying video programs after filtering do not contain the video 
programs previously viewed as claimed. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 1, 17, 31, and 35 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

With respect to claim 1 , the terms "the video content information" recited in line 4 seem 
to refer to " associated video content information" which is previous defined in line 2. Therefore, 
the terms "the video content information" should change to "the associated video content 
information" or appropriate correction is required. 

With respect to claim 17, the terms "the information select module" recited in lines 2-3 
seem to refer to "video information select module" which is previously defined in lines 1-2. 
Therefore, the terms "the information select mode" should change to "the video information 
select module" or appropriate correction is required. 

With respect to claim 31, the terms "the a particular video program" in line 9 should 
change to "a particular video program". 
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With respect to claim 35, the terms "the interface image" recited in line 2 seem to refer to 
" first interface image" which is previously defined in line 15 of claim 31. Therefore, the terms 
"the interface image" in line 2 should change to "the first interface image" or appropriate 
correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

4. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

5. Claims 28-30 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed to 
non-statutory subject matter as follows. 

Claim 28 defines a computer readable medium embodying functional descriptive 
material. However, the terms "a computer-readable medium carrying computer-executable 
instructions" (emphasis added) do not define any structural and functional interrelationships 
between the computer program and other claimed elements of a computer which permit the 
computer program's functionality to be realized, and is thus non-statutory for this reason. Any 
amendment to the claim should be commensurate with its corresponding disclosure. The 
examiner suggests amending the claim 28 for terms "a computer-readable medium carrying 
computer-executable instructions" to change to -- a computer-readable medium encoded with 
computer-executable instructions- or equivalent in order to make the claim statutory. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

6. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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7. Claims 1 1, 15, 16, and 34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 1 recites the limitation "the supplemental content interface image, said 
supplemental content interface image" in line 4-5. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this 
limitation in the claim. 

Claims 15-16 recite the limitation "the supplemental content interface image" in line 4 of 
claim 15 and lines 2 and 6-7 of claim 16. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation 
in the claim. 

Claim 34 recites the limitation "the supplemental content interface image" in line 2. 
There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
. 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

9. Claims 1-26 and 28-34 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Thomas et al. (US 20020042920 A1). 

Regarding claim 1 , Thomas teaches in a multimedia system (see figures 2A-4) that 
includes a processing device (200) for receiving and processing video programming and 
associated video content information and a display device (280 - figure 3) for displaying the 
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video programming, a method of providing interactive access to the video programming and the 
video content information, comprising the acts of: 

receiving at the processing device video content information (information related to 
media or movie such as program listings) associated with video programming that is scheduled 
to be broadcast (0046, 0057 and figures 5-8); 

displaying on the display device (280) a first interface image (450 - figure 5) that 
presents the video content information for a particular video program of the video programming 
(for instance, displaying information such as "98 COM BENNY HILL" by selecting one of options 
452 from screen 450, e.g., "By Time" - see figures 5 & 8), the first interface image being linked 
to other interface images (500, 700, 750, 800 - see figures 6-9) associated with supplemental 
content information associated with the particular video program (for instance, displaying further 
information such as detailed description of a movie "Meet The Parents" by selecting the movie 
from the listing from screens 700 or 750 and further from screens 450 and 500 - see figures 5-9, 
0084, 0085); and 

in response to viewer input, displaying on the display device a second interface image 
(900 - figure 1 1 ) that presents the supplemental content information related to a specified 
category of the video content information (e.g., actor interview 906, cast info 908, music videos 
912, etc. - see figures 1 1-20). 

Regarding claim 2, Thomas teaches that the receiver presents list of programs 
corresponding to program titles or channels as shown in figures 7-8 (see figures 7-8; 0077, 
0078). This encompasses the feature of receiving video identification information that correlates 
the video content information with the associated particular video program. 

Regarding claim 3, Thomas teaches wherein the first interface image further presents 
operation information (within 452) (i.e., PVR for access features or information of a personal 
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video recorder) on the display device and enables the viewer to provide input to the processing 
device that causes the processing device to perform a specified operation with respect to the 
particular video program (e.g., recording a program - see figure 5, 0076). 

Regarding claim 4, Thomas teaches receiving from the viewer said input to the 
processing device; and performing the specified operation, wherein the specified operation 
includes displaying the particular video program (e.g., the viewer can select one of features 452 
to further display the movie "Meet The Parents" see 0078 and figures 7-8, 11). 

Regarding claim 5, Thomas teaches receiving from the viewer said input to the 
processing device; and performing the specified operation, wherein the specified operation 
includes recording the particular video program (i.e., selecting PVR for recording the particular 
movie - see figure 5, 0076). 

, Regarding claim 6, Thomas teaches receiving from the viewer said input to the 
processing device; and performing the specified operation, wherein the specified operation 
includes issuing a reminder that the specified video program is to be broadcast (0080). 

Regarding claim 7, Thomas teaches that the first interface image presents search 
functionality (SEARCH feature in figure 5) performing filter operations to identify video programs 
that meet the search criteria such as keywords, title search, or actor search (see 0077 and 
figure 5). 

Regarding claim 8, Thomas teaches in a multimedia system (see figures 2A-4) that 
includes a processing device (200) for receiving and processing video programming and 
associated video content information and a display device (280 - figure 3) for displaying the 
video programming, a method of providing interactive access to the video programming and the 
video content information, comprising the acts of: 
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receiving at the processing device video content information associated with video 
programming that is scheduled to be broadcast (information related to media or movie such as 
program listings) (0046, 0057 and figures 5-8); 

displaying on the display device (280) a first interface image (450 - figure 5) that 
presents the video content information for a particular video program of the video programming 
(for instance, displaying information "98 COM BENNY HILL" by selecting one of options from 
screen 450, e.g., "By Time - see figures 5 & 8), the first interface image being linked to other 
video programs (e.g., by selecting BY TIME, BY CHANNEL, MOVIES, VOD, etc. in 452 - see 
figures 5-8); and 

in response to viewer input, displaying on the display device a second interface image 
(900 - figure 1 1) that presents the video content information for one of said other video 
programs to which the first interface image is linked (i.e., detailed description of movie "Meet 
The Parents" as shown in figure 9). 

Regarding claim 9, Thomas teaches that the receiver presents list of programs 
corresponding to program titles or channels as shown in figures 7-8 (see figures 7-8; 0077, 
0078). This encompasses the feature of receiving video identification information that correlates 
the video content information with the associated particular video program. 

Regarding claim 10, Thomas teaches wherein the first interface image further presents 
operation information (within 452) (i.e., PVR for access features or information of a personal 
video recorder) on the display device and enables the viewer to provide input to the processing 
device that causes the processing device to perform a specified operation with respect to the 
particular video program (e.g., recording a program - see figure 5, 0076). 

Regarding claim 1 1, Thomas teaches providing a supplemental content interface (1000 
- see figure 12) associated with a specified category of the video content information displayed 
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on the first interface image (e.g., Set up from screen 450 in figure 5); and in response to viewer 
input, displaying on the display device the supplemental content interface image (1002), said 
supplemental content interface image containing supplemental video content information 
associated with the specified category of the video content information displayed on the first 
interface image (see figure 12; 0092, 0099). 

Regarding claim 12, Thomas teaches providing synopsis information, rating information, 
and actor information (0084). 

Regarding claim 13, Thomas teaches providing a plurality of supplemental content 
interfaces images (1002 - figure 12; 1502 - figures 18-19; 1702 - figure 20), each interface 
video content information image being associated with a specified category of the displayed on 
the first interface image (e.g., set up - see 0092); and in response to viewer input, displaying on 
the display device one of the plurality of supplemental content interface images (e.g., 1002) 
corresponding with the specified category of the video content information selected by the 
viewer (see 0099). 

Regarding claim 14, Thomas teaches that the plurality of supplemental content interface 
images comprise web pages (links to web pages as shown in 1602, 1702 - see figures 19-20; 
0113). 

/Regarding claim 15, Thomas teaches that the specified category of the video content 
information comprises actor information (i.e., actor interviews); and wherein the supplemental 
content interface image comprises an actor information containing biographical and 
filmographical information for the selected actor (actor interviews, cast information - 0106; 
figures 11-15). 

Regarding claim 16, Thomas teaches that the supplemental content interface image is 
linked to other video programs of the video programming (by providing a list of tittles for on- 
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demand media - see 01 13, 01 14); and in response to viewer input, displaying on the display 
device another interface image that presents the video content information for one of said other 
video programs to which the supplemental content interface image is linked (see 01 14). 

Regarding claim 17, Thomas teaches providing a video information select module 
(interactive application) including video identification information, the information select module 
enabling the viewer to request the first interface image (screen 450 as shown in figure 5) and 
the corresponding video content information (see 0072). 

Regarding claim 18, Thomas teaches hat the video information select module is linked to 
a listing on an EPG (see figures 5-8). 

Regarding claim 19, Thomas teaches that the video information select module is linked 
to a display of a video program (0072). 

Regarding claim 20, Thomas teaches the feature of PVR for recording programs as 
shown in figure 5 (see figure 5; 0076). 

Regarding claim 21, Thomas teaches that the video information select module is linked 
to search results provided in response to a search for video programming conducted by a 
viewer (figure 5, 0077). 

Regarding claims 22-25, Thomas teaches that the first interface image presents search 
functionality (SEARCH feature in figure 5) performing filter operations to identify video programs 
that meet the search criterion by keywords search, title search, and/or actor search (see 0077 
and figure 5). 

'Regarding claim 26, Thomas teaches in a multimedia system (see figures 2A-4) that 
includes a processing device (200) for receiving and processing video programming and 
associated video content information and a display device (280 - figure 3) for displaying the 
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video programming, a method of providing interactive access to the video programming and the 
video content information, comprising the acts of: 

receiving, at the processing device, video content information (information related to 
media or movie such as program listings) associated with video programming that is scheduled 
to be broadcast (0046, 0057 and figures 5-8); 

displaying on the display device (280) an electronic programming guide (figures 5 & 8) 
that indicates the video programming that is to be broadcast, wherein the programming guide 
specifies at least a time of broadcast (i.e., 8PM) and a channel of broadcast for specific video 
programs of the video programming ( "98 COM BENNY HILL", "99 MTV" - see figure 8); 

applying parameters for two or more filters to the video programming, such that the 
number of individual video programs of the video programming that is displayed on the 
electronic programming guide is reduced (providing programs lists organized by two or more 
genres, e.g., sports, children, etc. - see figure 5). 

Regarding claim 28, Thomas teaches a computer program product for implementing, in 
a multimedia system (see figures 2A-4) that includes a processing device (200) for receiving 
and processing video programming and associated video content information and a display 
device (280 - figure 3) for displaying the video programming, a method of providing interactive 
access to the video programming and the video content information, the computer program 
product comprising: a computer-readable medium carrying computer-executable instructions for 
implementing the method (see 0064), wherein the computer-executable instructions, when 
executed, cause the processing device to perform the act of: 

receiving at the processing device video content information (information related to 
media or movie such as program listings) associated with video programming that is scheduled 
to be broadcast (0046, 0057 and figures 5-8); 
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displaying on the display device (280) a first interface image (450 - figure 5) that 
presents the video content information for a particular video program of the video programming 
(for instance, displaying information "98 COM BENNY HILL" by selecting one of options from 
screen 450, e.g., "By Time - see figures 5 & 8), the first interface image being linked to other 
video programs (e.g., by selecting BY TIME, BY CHANNEL, MOVIES, VOD, etc. in 452 - see 
figures 5-8); and 

in response to viewer input, displaying on the display device a second interface image 
(900 - figure 11) that presents the video content information for one of said other video 
programs to which the first interface image is linked (i.e., detailed description of movie "Meet 
The Parents" as shown in figure 9). 

Regarding claim 29, Thomas teaches wherein the first interface image further presents 
operation information (within 452) (i.e., PVR for access features or information of a personal 
video recorder) on the display device and enables the viewer to provide input to the processing 
device that causes the processing device to perform a specified operation with respect to the 
particular video program (e.g., recording a program - see figure 5, 0076). 

Regarding claim 30, Thomas teaches that the first interface image presents search 
functionality (SEARCH feature in figure 5) performing filter operations to identify video programs 
representing a subset of the video programming that is scheduled to be broadcast (see 0077 
and figure 5). 

Regarding claim 31, Thomas teaches in a multimedia system (see figures 2A-4) that 
includes a processing device (200) for receiving and processing video programming and 
associated video content information and a display device (280 - figure 3) for displaying the 
video programming, a method of providing interactive access to the video programming and the 
video content information, comprising the acts of: 
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receiving at the processing device video content information and video identification 
information associated with video programming that is scheduled to be broadcast (information 
related to media or movie such as program listings); receiving a the processing video 
programming being broadcast (0046, 0057 and figures 5-8, 11); 

displaying on the display device (280) a particular video program of the video program 
(e.g., movie "Meet The Parents" - see figure 11); 

providing a video information select module (902, 912) that is selectable while the 
particular video program is being displayed (see figure 11), wherein the video information select 
module allows the user to request video content information (see figures 1 1 , 12 & 18; 0097- 
0111); 

in response to a viewer request for video content information, displaying on the display 
device a first interface image (within application 1502 - figure 19) that presents the video 
content information for the particular video program, the first interface image being linked to 
supplemental content interfaces (via links shown in 1602, e.g., web pages or other applications) 
(figure 19; 0112). 

Regarding claim 32, Thomas teaches the first interface image (within application 1502) 
is linked to other video programs of the video programming (e.g., link to artist's official website 
providing music video programs - 01 12). 

Regarding claim 33, Thomas teaches that the first interface image presents search 
functionality (SEARCH feature in figure 5) performing filter operations to identify video programs 
representing a subset of the video programming that is scheduled to be broadcast (see 0077 
and figure 5). 

Regarding claim 34, Thomas teaches that the supplemental content interface image 
(screen 750 - figure 8) is linked to other video programs of video programming (listings 754 & 
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756 - figure 8); and in response to viewer input, displaying on the display device another 
interface image that presents the video content information for one of said other video programs 
to which the supplemental content interface image is linked (for instance, the receiver displays a 
next screen to show program content information of a selected program from one of the listings 
754 & 756 - see figure 8, 0084). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

10. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1 1 . Claim 27 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Thomas et al. 
(US 20020042920 A1) in view of Rodriguez et al. (US 20060026665 A1). 

With respect to claim 27, Thomas does not explicitly teach displaying video programs 
after filtering do not contain video programs previously viewed. However, Rodriguez teaches 
filtering feature comprising a filtering category included a movies already viewed criteria that is 
used to remove or filter out media titles from media title lists that are presented to the user (see 
0055). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the system of Thomas by filtering movies already viewed to 
remove or filter out media titles from media title lists that are presented user as taught by 
Rodriguez in order to effectively reduce time to navigate the lists. 

1 2. Claim 35 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Thomas et al. 
(US 20020042920 A1) in view of Sai et al. (US 6,822,661 B2). 
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With respect to claim 35, Thomas teaches displaying application 1502 as shown in figure 
19. Thomas does not explicitly teach displaying an icon indicating the video programs having 
previously been viewed. However, Sai teaches displaying a visual indicator or icon indicating 
the video program already viewed (see abstract, figure 6). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the 
system of the system of Thomas by displaying an icon indicating the video program having 
previously been viewed as taught by Sai in order to visually notify the user the already viewed 
programs. 

Conclusion 

1 3. Sherr et al. (US 20020032905 A1 ) teaches online digital video signal transfer apparatus 
and method. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Ngoc K. Vu whose telephone number is 571-272-7306. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John W. Miller can be reached on 571-272-7353. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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, Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Primary Examiner 
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